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March 2010 – EPA Presents 
Implications of NSPS

Pellet fuel standards will be required
EPA will put federal rules in place if PFI does not 

develop an acceptable program
Must include third party auditing, sampling, testing
No chemically treated or contaminated materials
Tailored QA/QC plans – verified by audit
Deadline - October 2010
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Standards Re‐Development Key Dates 

July 2010 – PFI Standards Committee presents first 
draft of program; PFI BOD unanimously approves the 
program in concept

October 2010 – PFI Standards Committee presents 
final draft of program documents to PFI BOD; PFI 
BOD unanimously approves all four program 
documents
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New Structure PFI’s Program
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Major Changes Since July
• Audit frequency will be monthly with one audit 
sample collected per 1000 tons of pelletized fuel 
produced

• Inspection & re‐inspection criteria (95% compliant 
with 10%/2% rule)

• Internal labs are optional

• Program costs approximately $0.50/ton
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Super Premium Is No Longer a Grade
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PFI’s Certification Mark

• Higher heating valued stated 
as‐received and must reflect a 
minimum BTU guarantee –
verified by audit

• Manufacturers may provide 
other guarantees as long as 
their claims are demonstrated 
through audit (e.g. Ash 
Content As‐Received:  <0.50%)
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Chemically Treated and/or 
Contaminated Materials

6.7 Raw Material Control

“Chemically treated materials as defined in section 4.5 
must not be accepted as raw material for PFI certified 
densified fuel.  Construction waste debris and post 
consumer recycled wood may only be used if the 
materials are verified to be clean in accordance with 
the procedures outlined in Appendix A.”
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Appendix A
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Next Steps

• PFI is currently in negotiations with the American 
Lumber Standards Committee (ALSC) to perform the 
roll of Accreditation Body

• It will still take several months to put the necessary 
pieces in place

• It is currently anticipated that you should begin to 
see PFI’s Certification Mark appear on bags in the 
latter part of 2011
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Educating the Industry

Training Opportunity at HPBA Expo

PFI Pellet Fuel Standards:

What Retailers Need to Know
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Pledge Letter
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Thank You!

Chris Wiberg, Twin Ports Testing, Inc.

chris.wiberg@twinportstesting.com


