
Cofiring wood pellets in Europe

Christian Rakos, proPellets Austria



HeatHeat
ElectricityElectricity



Cofiring created the first significant market
for pellets in Europe!

Hässelby power plan 
in Stockholm was the
first coal plant to 
convert to pellets

300 MWth CHP plant

Pellets made to  ship
sawmill residues from
the north





The next countries to use pellets for cofiring were
Belgium & Netherlands

Both countries have few indigenous wood
ressources & political committements for
increased RES use

Need for import evident

Low capital requirement for conversion

Utilities: Electrabel / SUEZ in Belgium, Essent / 
RWE in Netherlands



Why cofiring is attractive: low cost renewable energy

Source: Essent Biomass
Conference 2009



The influence of coal and CO2 costs of pellet competitivity

Source: Essent, Essent Biomass Conference 2009



Cofiring in the Netherlands





Projections for cofiring in the Netherlands with subsidies

Source: Essent, Essent Biomass Conference 2009



And without subsidy however .....

Source: Essent, Essent Biomass Conference 2009



Cofiring in Belgium / by GDF SUEZ









Developments in other countries / by other utilities

UK country with the greatest potential for growth: 
27 projects with 18 Mill tons of pellet demand are
discussed

Dedicated power plants rather than cofiring are 
considered in UK: wood chip option ?

Utilities with serious plans to expand pellet use: 
VATTENFAL , EON, DONG, RWE, GDF-SUEZ



So whats the trends?

Utilities trying to go upstream to secure supply

No significant addition to demand 2011

After 2012 huge increase in demand projected

Uncertainties remain regarding policies in NL and 
UK

BUT strongly supporting EU policies



Certification of pellets: quality & sustainability

Power producers very interested in establishing
standard certification system

Power sector demands clear requirements for
sustainability from the EU

EN + could become such a system that serves
both heat market and power market needs



Conclusions

Strong market growth can be expected after 2012

Certification of pellet production will become indispensable

Wholesale dealers can make life significantly easier for
producers

Please support index providers

Better pellet quality will give the producer the flexibility to 
serve both heat and electricity markets

Dont put all eggs in one basket!



Thank you for your attention !


